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The Swedish invasion of 1655, known to Poles ever since as the 'Swedish deluge', provoked the political and
military collapse of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, the second-largest state in Europe. Robert Frost
examines the reasons for Poland's fall and the conduct of the war by the Polish government, and addresses
the crucial question of why, despite widespread recognition of the shortcomings of the political system,
subsequent attempts at reform failed. War has long been seen as crucial to the development of more effective
systems of government in Europe during the seventeenth century, but studies usually concentrate on states
which responded successfully to the challenges. Much can be learned from those that failed, and the paucity
of English-language material on this important conflict means that After the Deluge will appeal to a broad
audience among historians of Poland, Germany, Scandinavia, Russia, and early modern Europein general.

- Sales Rank: #5115567 in Books

- Published on: 1993-03-26

- Original language: English

- Number of items: 1

- Dimensions: 8.98" h x .67" w x 5.98" |, 1.14 pounds
- Binding: Hardcover

- 236 pages

Review
... askilful account of aturning point in Polish Eastern European history ...". Archives

About the Author

John Elliott has had an industrial and academic career and for the past twelve years has been chairman of the
Honourable Society of Cymmrodrion. He was Director of the Institute for Employment Studies based at the
University of Sussex and until recently was a Professor of Business Studies.

Olwen H. Hufton is a professor of European History and Women's Studies at Harvard University.

Professor H. G. Koenigsberger FBA is one of Britain's senior historians. German by birth, he has taught at
Manchester, Nottingham, Cornell and London, and is now Professor of History Emeritus and Fellow, King's
College London. Koenigsberger is also a Past President of the International Commission for the History of
Representative and Parliamentary Institutions, and in 1987 Cambridge published a festschrift in his honour
under the title Politics and Culture in Early Modern Europe, ed. Mack and Jacob. In the late 1960s
Koenigsberger was a founder-editor (with Professor Sir John Elliott) of the 'Cambridge Studies in Early
Modern History' series, where his book is now being published.

Hamish Scott is Professor of International History, University of St Andrews. He is the author of The Rise of
the Great Powers, 1648 1815 (1983, with D. McKay) and British Foreign Policy in the Age of the American



Revolution (1990).
Most helpful customer reviews

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful.

A book about XV 11 century diplomacy in Central Europe

By Marco A. Puig Ferre

I bought the book thinking it dealt with warfare in the XVII century but it is not. The main topic is how The
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth tried to survive by looking for the right alliance with others powers. These
outer diplomatic strategies were obstaculized by the inner political problems.

Its interesting and it has showed me the political situation in the Commonwealth, but do not look for warfare.
It is not awarfare book.

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful.
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By Edward J. Brylowski

Excellent book. | learned a lot about Polish history. | found it very interesting and easy to read. | highly
recomend this to others.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

The box came an entire mess, the books did ...

By Amazon Customer

The box came an entire mess, the books did not come packed properly, books damaged, definitely not at all
thetotal | payed for. Very disappointing.

See all 3 customer reviews...
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